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BETHLEHEM
PARMA

TRADITIONAL * FRIENDLY - CARING

Bethlehem Parma (LCMS)

BIBLICAL - UNDERSTANDABLE - RELEVANT

2026
Saturday, 8/29 at 4:00
Sundav, 8/30 at 9:00

Thank you to Mr. Harold Weseloh — today’s worship leader and preacher,

and Dr. Phillip Giessler — today’s Bible class teacher, substituting for Pastor Robert Green

Church Year: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

| Divine Service — Setting Four: LSB 203-212

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© All Children: Children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.

© Difficult to Stand: /t’s okay to remain seated.
© Service Folder: www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING - Please be seated!

PRELUDE (We listen in silence): Joys Are Flowing
Like a River Tune: Blessed Quietness/ Marshall
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|¢ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father and of the t Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
Amen.

Blessed is the one whose transgression is
forgiven,

whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man against whom the LORD
counts no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

O For when | kept silent,

my bones wasted away through my groaning
all day long.

For day and night your hand was heavy upon
me;

my strength was dried up as by the heat of
summer.

oo

Let us pray:
Dear LORD, | acknowledged my sin to you,

and did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and
you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  ps. 32:1-5
In the mercy of the almighty God, Jesus Christ
was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe
in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. May the LORD, who has begun
this good work in us, bring it to completion in

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ!
John 1:12; Philippians 1:6

Amen.

Many are the sorrows of the wicked,

but steadfast love surrounds the one who
trusts in the LORD.

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
Ps. 32:10-11

SERVICE OF THE WORD|

Saturday ® Hymn
NIEVA4 Entrance Hymn and Procession

HYMN: Christ Be My Leader

1

See the words below / LSB 861
Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus | reign.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy LSB 942; Mark 10:47

L
C:
L:
c.
L

0

oOoT om0

A:

Kyrie! God Father in heaven above,

You abound in gracious love,

Of all things the maker and preserver.

Have mercy, Lord, have mercy.

Kyrie! O Christ, our King, salvation for all You
came to bring.

O Lord Jesus, God's own Son, our Mediator
at the heavenly throne:

Hear our cry and grant our supplication.
Have mercy, Lord, have mercy.

Kyrie! O God, the Holy Ghost,

Guard our faith, the gift we need the most,
And bless our life's last hour,

That we leave this sinful world with
gladness.

Have mercy, Lord, have mercy.

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY:

Lo o T e

The LORD be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray: Almighty God, Your Son willingly
endured the agony and shame of the cross
for our redemption. Grant us courage to take

2 Timothy 4:22
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up our cross daily and follow Him wherever
He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen. VY Children! Please come forward!

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE: Name That Church
OLD TESTAMENT: Jeremiah 15:15-21 NAS-20

Jeremiah’s Prayer and God’s Answer
15You know, LORD; Remember me, take
notice of me, And take vengeance for me on my

persecutors. Do not, in view of Your patience,
take me away; Know that for Your sake | endure
reproach.

18Your words were found and | ate them, And
Your words became a joy to me and the delight of
my heart; For | have been called by Your name,
LORD God of armies.

171 did not sit in a circle of revelers and
celebrate. Because of Your hand upon me | sat
alone, For You filled me with indignation.

8 Why has my pain been endless And my
wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will You
indeed be to me like a deceptive stream With
water that is unreliable?

B Therefore, this is what the LORD says: “If
you return, then | will restore you— You will
stand before Me; And if you extract the precious
from the worthless, You will become My
spokesman. They, for their part, may turn to you,
But as for you, you are not to turn to them.

20“Then | will make you to this people A
fortified wall of bronze; And though they fight
against you, They will not prevail over you; For |
am with you to save you And rescue you,”
declares the LORD.

21“So | will rescue you from the hand of the
wicked, And | will redeem you from the grasp of
the violent.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM: 26 ESV
Prayer for Protection.
1 Vindicate me, O LorD,for | have walked in my
in- | tegrity,*
and | have trusted in the LORD without |
wavering.

2 Prove me, O LORD, and | try me;*
test my heart | and my mind.

3 Foryour steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes,*
and | walk in your | faithfulness.

4 | do not sit with men of | falsehood,*
nor do | consort with | hypocrites.

5 | hate the assembly of evil- | doers,*
and | will not sit with the | wicked.

6 | wash my hands in | innocence*
and go around your altar, | O LORD,

7 proclaiming thanksgiving | aloud,*
and telling all your | wondrous deeds.

8 O Lorp, | love the habitation | of your house*
and the place where your | glory dwells.

9 Do not sweep my soul away with | sinners,*
nor my life with blood- | thirsty men,

10 in whose hands are evil de- | vices,*
and whose right hands are | full of
bribes.

11 But as for me, | shall walk in my in- | tegrity;*
redeem me, and be gra- | cious to me.

12 My foot stands on | level ground;*
in the great assembly | will | bless the
LORD.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

EPISTLE: Romans 12:9-21
Dedicated Service
9 Love must be free of hypocrisy. Detest what
is evil; cling to what is good. ¥ Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love; give preference to one
another in honor, ™ not lagging behind in
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

NAS-20
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2 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation,
devoted to prayer, 3 contributing to the needs of
the saints, practicing hospitality.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse. ¥ Rejoice with those who rejoice,
and weep with those who weep. ®Be of the
same mind toward one another; do not be
haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do
not be wise in your own estimation. ¥’ Never
repay evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right
in the sight of all people. If possible, so far as it
depends on you, be at peace with all people.
19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written:
“VENGEANCE IS MINE, | WILL REPAY,” says the Lord.
20 “BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM; IF HE IS
THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL
HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.” 2! Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

A ALLELUIA and VERSE LSB 156

Al-le-lu—ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
Al-le-lu—ia, al-le-lu—ia.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 NAS-20

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,

the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O LORD.

Jesus Foretells His Death

21 From that time Jesus began to point out to
His disciples that it was necessary for Him to go
to Jerusalem and to suffer many things from the
elders, chief priests, and scribes, and to be killed,
and to be raised up on the third day. 2 And yet
Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never
happen to You!” 2 But He turned and said to
Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting

John 6:68

your mind on God’s purposes, but men’s.”
Discipleship Is Costly

24Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone
wants to come after Me, he must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow Me. 2° For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it; but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what
good will it do a person if he gains the whole
world, but forfeits his soul? Or what will a person
give in exchange for his soul? ?” For the Son of
Man is going to come in the glory of His Father
with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY PERSON
ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.

Z“Tryly | say to you, there are some of those
who are standing here who will not taste death
until they see the Son of Man coming in His
kingdom.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED: See back of either hymnal W

HYMN OF THE DAY:
Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
See the words below / TLH 367 / LSB 531
1 Hail, Thou once despised Jesus!
Hail, Thou Galilean King!
Thou didst suffer to release us;
Thou didst free salvation bring.
Hail, Thou universal Savior,
Bearer of our sin and shame!
By Thy merit we find favor:
Life is given through Thy name.

2 Paschal Lamb, by God appointed,
All our sins on Thee were laid;
By almighty love anointed,
Thou hast full atonement made.
All Thy people are forgiven
Through the virtue of Thy blood;
Opened is the gate of heaven,
Reconciled are we with God.
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SERMON: Peter, Peter, Peter

All references are to the book of Matthew —

4:18-19 Peter chosen as a disciple

8:14ff “Jesus entered Peter’s house”

10:1ff Disciples named - “Simon, who is
called Peter”

13:1-22 Feeding the 5000

14:30 “Lord save me”

16:16 “You are the Messiah”

17:4 “Lord, it is good that we are here”

17:24ff Temple Tax and a fish

18:21ff “Lord, how often (do | forgive)”

26:33ff “I will never!”

26:69ff “I don’t know the man”

Do you?

A HYMN OF THE DAY:
Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
See the words below / TLH 367 / LSB 531
3 Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory,
There forever to abide;
All the heav’'nly hosts adore Thee,
Seated at Thy Father’s side.
There for sinners Thou art pleading;
There Thou dost our place prepare,
Ever for us interceding
Till in glory we appear.

4 Worship, honor, pow’r, and blessing

Thou art worthy to receive;

Highest praises, without ceasing,
Right it is for us to give.

Help, ye bright angelic spirits,
All your noblest anthems raise;

Help to sing our Savior’s merits,
Help to chant Immanuel’s praise!

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.

The LORD has blessed us with life, salvation, and all
we need, let us trust Him, thank Him, honor Him!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 1 Timothy 2:1-4

N[V IYERLCIWEIE Complete a yellow PRAYER

REQUEST card (available in the Narthex).

VAR CTTH T RS Names with a (3) must be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

PRAYERS Responsive Prayer 1, LSB 282-284

L: Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,

C: have mercy and hear us.

L: Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord,

C: and grant us Your salvation. Ps. 85:7

L: Let Your priests be clothed with
righteousness;

C: and let Your saints shout for joy. Ps. 132:9

L: Lord, keep this nation under Your care,

C: and guide us in the way of justice and truth.

L: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

C: for You judge the peoples with equity and
guide the nations upon the earth.

L: Letthe peoples praise You, O God;

C: let all the peoples praise You! Ps. 67:4-5

L: For the needy shall not always be forgotten,

C: and the hope of the poor shall not perish
forever. Ps. 9:18

L: Createin me aclean heart, O God,

C: and renew a right spirit within me. Ps. 51:5

L: Hear my prayer, O Lord;

C: let my cry come to You. Ps. 102:1

L: We bring these requests to you from our

prayer list... // LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

Please Pray During the Week

®» Flooding in Nepal: Lord, be with the people
of Nepal affected by the devastating floods.
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(As of Friday at least 579 people have died and
1924 remain missing.) Protect those in danger,
comfort families who have lost loved ones or
homes, and provide strength and hope for all
suffering. Guide the rescuers and volunteers,
and bring safety, healing, and peace to the
nation, especially forgiveness through Jesus!
®» [ran and US Armed Forces: Kohen Berkley,
Timothy Boyle, Teagan Dedula, Nathaniel
Kaye, Nick Riviotta, Chris Sala, Nevin Sherepita
(basic training — Fort Benning), Jacob Smith,
Hayden Sweeny (Jordan), Drew Tenney, Chris

Weseloh.
Congregation

®» Care List: Helga B, Pat B, Zach B, Doris C,
Sandy C, Jim F, Trudy F, Carole G, Esther H,
Hilda K, Edmund & Christl K, Bill M, Regina M,
June R, Jean S, Cindy T, Mike & Susanna T,
Vicki T (most are offered mailings & visits).

® Grief Share: Pray for our facilitators and all
participants as we begin Tues, 9/1 at 6:30.

®» Stephen Ministry: Guide our Stephen
Ministers and bless their care receivers.

=» Temporary Health Issues:

= Pat Beal (2) heart valve: peace, guidance.

= Ed Cepis (1) heart: cont. peace, healing.

= Natalia Ford (2) cancer: chemo success.

= Larry Haslem (3) peace, continued healing.

= Ken Hinkle (3) hip surg: cont. healing, rehab.
= Matt Hlavacek (3) Lyme,clots: peace, healing.
= Matt Kussmaul — eyes: peace, guidance.

= Bharath Meeraj (1) biking accident: healing.
= Cindy Taress (3) peace, continued healing.

= Tami Taylor(3) cont. help walking, driving.
= Mike Tischler (2) heart valve replacement
on 9/14: peace, success, healing.

=» Temporary Health Issues:

= Shannon (2) sepsis, poss. surgery: healing.
= Tim (2) ICU, sepsis: cont. peace, healing.
= Linda Bradshaw (3) cancer pill success.

= Nancy Bonanno (3) peace, cont. healing.
= Kim Borland (3) hand surg.: cont. healing.
= Gwynne Haslem (3) peace, cont. healing.

= Melanie Himmelberger—sepsis, clots: peace.
= Linda Hustak (1) (Krista Browning’s mom) fall,
fractured femur: relief, comfort, healing.

= Shirley Myers —
= Janie Wagner (2) hip: cont. healing, rehab.

Celebrate and Give Thanks

Physical Birthdays:
8/29 Carole Gellings
9/3 Noah Hlavacek

cancer: chemo, healing.

Spiritual Birthdays:

8/31 Ruth Blaha

9/4 Michael Tischler Sr.
9/5 Cedrick Hillliker Sr.

LORD’S PRAYER: See the back of either hymnal.

L: Lord, remember usin Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
A: Our Father who art in heaven...

PRAYER FOR THE WORD:

L: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our learning,
grant that we may hear, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them, that by the
patience and comfort of Your holy Word we
may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which You have given
us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen. ¥

Matt. 6:9-13
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CLOSING HYMN: Son of God, Eternal Savior

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing Num. 6:24-26

L:

See the words below / LSB 842
1 Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory,
For Your own will ever plead:
Fill us with Your love and pity,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

2 AsYou, Lord, have lived for others,

So may we for others live.

Freely have Your gifts been granted,;
Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver,

Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty
Held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,

King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling,
By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,

Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us

Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing

That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:

Here on earth Your will be done.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.

Amen.

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
We Praise You and Acknowledge You
Tune: “Jupiter” from “The Planets” / Gustav Holst

FOOD and FIRE

August 29 at 5:30 — Join us in the pavilion!

September Newsletter — Available in the Narthex

Friday Evenmgs.

% When Advertised - By Church Text
% Weather Permitting

* Bring a Chair, Beverage, Snack

Fr TN

& Questions: Matt Potantus - 216-456-4497

TEACHER INSTALLATION

Sat, 9/19 and Sun, 9/20

Send Nevin a Note of Encouragement:

328 PV1 Sherepita, Nevin
Echo Troop, 5-15 CAV. 194" AR BDE
Fort Benning, GA 31905

8/31 — Monday

7:00 — Youth Confirmation Begins
9/1 — Tuesday

6:30 — GriefShare Fall Cycle Begins
9/2 — Wednesday

1:00 — Sisters of Light! All ladies welcome)
9/3 — Thursday

10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary

9/4 — Friday — 7:30: Bible Thought & Fire???
9/5 — Saturday

9:15 — Men’s Bible Study w/Dr. Giessler

3:00 — Bible Class

4:00 - Divine Service
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9/6 — Sunday Numbers From Last Week

9:00 — Divine Service Received God'’s Gifts — Services:
10:45 — Bible Class & Sunday School = Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 39; car: 3
Thanks For Serving 8/29/26 & 8/30/26 " Sunday at 9:00 - Inside: 62; car: 0

Altar Guild: Heather H Studied God’s Word -

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P Usher: Matt K Classes: ZBM”D

Sunday: Organist: Gayle P " Saturday at 3:00: 12 SWW
Ushers: Terry T, Larry H * Sunday at 10:30: 37 -
Acolytes: Noah H, Leo J * Thursday at 10:00: 4 .1 Biblical
Sunday School: Angie R, Cedrick/Harold Weekly Financial Stewardship: W Generous

Financial Team: Natalia F, Ken H * Needed: 6,769 Yy 1' Faithful

‘v.}t% 7’;v’“ /

.

Thanks For Serving 9/5/26 & 9/6/26 " Received: 5,729

Altar Guild: Kathy G " Actual YTD: 213,799

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P Usher: Larry H " Budget YTD: 230,146
Distribution: Brad S " Over/(Short): (16,347)

Sunday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Cedrick H
Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Acolytes: Carter R, Shelby R
Sunday School: Kathy G, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: Natalia F, Paul M

Church Picnic, Sunday, September 27 at Noon

Provided: Hamburgers, hot dogs, beverages.

Bring: Food to share, lawn chair, friend.

Signup: see attendance slip; signup only once!

Help: Cleaning up the pavilion, setting up at 10:30 (getting

the grill out and cleaned up, setting up tables, etc.), and

‘ ISR 4 2 cleaning up after. To help: Contact Linda H (call/text 216-534-
——— 2704). Thanks!

Connect With Us

®» Website: BLC7500.com = YouTube: Benefit from the Bible = Facebook: Bethlehem Parma
Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00 Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30 Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00 Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230
Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915 Church Body: Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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