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2026
Saturday, 7/11 at 4:00
Sunday, 7/12 at 9:00

America 250 — Part 2 of 2

Church Year: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost |

Divine Service — Setting Three: LSB 184-202

Note: For this service, you can use this folder, or pages 184-202 in a Lutheran Service Boo

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© All Children: Children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.
© Difficult to Stand: /t’s okay to remain seated.
© Service Folder: www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: we listen in silence...
Pastorale

Arr. Drummond Wolff
|$ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION‘

Maroon Hymnal — Page 184 (left column)

SERVICE OF THE WORD|

Saturday ® Hymn
SILEEYA4 Entrance Hymn and Procession

HYMN: Almighty God, Your Word s Cast
Turn to LSB 577 in a maroon hymnal

|Saturday L KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mk 10:47

L: O Lord, C: have mercy upon us.
L: O Christ, C: have mercy upon us.
L: O Lord, C: have mercy upon us.

Sunday ®[This Kyrie and Gloria are sung by all!
KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy LSB 186

Lord, have mer — cy up —on us.
Christ, have mer — cy up —on us.
Lord, have mer — cy up —on us.

Mark 10:47

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest
Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187
Glory be to God on high: and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless
Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give
thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father
Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the
sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only art
holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.



http://www.blc7500.com/ServiceFolder

SALUTATION and COLLECT:

The LORD be W|th you. 2 Timothy 4:22
-

Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since You have
caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning, grant that we may so hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen. V Children! Please come forward!

L e B

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Bible — Let’s understand:

hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest

TEACHER RECOGNITION: On list — come forward!

Bethlehem is a teaching church! We want
everyone to grow in *understanding, *believing,
»living, and *sharing God’s word!

Our Teachers: Adults and Youth: Dr. G, Cedrick H,
Harold W; Sunday School: Superintendent — Kathy
G; Teachers — Tracy C, Heather H, Stacey J, Angie
R; Sisters of Light: Rhonda S; Stephen Ministry:
Norma S; Grief Share: Alan & Linda B

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 55:10-11 NAS-20

The purposes for rain, snow, and God’s Word
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, And do not return there without
watering the earth And making it produce
and sprout, And providing seed to the sower

and bread to the eater;

1150 will My word be which goes out of My
mouth; It will not return to Me empty,
Without accomplishing what | desire, And
without succeeding in the purpose for which |

sent it.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM: 65:9-13 ESV

9 You visit the earth and water it; you greatly
enrich it; the river of God is full of | water;*
you provide their grain, for so you have

pre- | pared it.
10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its
| ridges,*
softening it with showers, and bless- | ing
its growth.

11 You crown the year with your | bounty;*
your wagon tracks overflow with a- |
bundance.

12 The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,*

the hills gird them- | selves with joy,

13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,

the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,*
they shout and sing together | for joy.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

EPISTLE: Romans 8:12-17 NAS-20
Who Is Your Leader — Your Flesh or The Spirit?

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are under
obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—3for if you are living in accord with
the flesh, you are going to die; but if by the Spirit
you are putting to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. **For all who are being led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons and daughters of
God.

15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery
leading to fear again, but you have received a
spirit of adoption as sons and daughters by which
we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 6 The Spirit Himself
testifies with our spirit that we are children of
God, Y7 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Page | 2



2 ALLELUIA (sec. op.) LSB 190
Al-le-lu—-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le—-lu-ia.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23  NAS-20
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,

the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O LORD.

The Parable of the Sower Told

3 ... [Jesus] told [the crowd] many things in
parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to
sow; *and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside
the road, and the birds came and ate them up.
5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did
not have much soil; and they sprang up
immediately, because they had no depth of soil.
6But after the sun rose, they were scorched; and
because they had no root, they withered away.
7Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns
came up and choked them out. 8 But others fell
on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a
hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times as
much. °The one who has ears, let him hear.”

The Parable of the Sower Explained

18] isten then to the parable of the sower.
¥ When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what has been sown in his
heart. This is the one sown with seed beside the
road. 2The one sown with seed on the rocky
places, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; 2! yet he has no
firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and
when affliction or persecution occurs because of
the word, immediately he falls away. 22 And the
one sown with seed among the thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, and the anxiety of the
world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the
word, and it becomes unfruitful. 2 But the one
sown with seed on the good soil, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and produces, some a

hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times as
much.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED — Second Article: Redemption

Luther’s Explanation in the form of questions and answers

L: What is the Second Article of the Apostles’
Creed?

C: And inJesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born

of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;

He descended into hell; The third day He

rose again from the dead; He ascended into

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the

Father Almighty; From thence He will come

to judge the living and the dead.

Who is Jesus Christ?

C: | believe that Jesus Christ, true God,

begotten of the Father from eternity, and

also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my

Lord.

What has your Lord Jesus done for you?

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned

person, purchased and won me from all sins,

from death, and from the power of the
devil.

With what did Jesus buy you back?

Not with gold or silver, but with His holy,

precious blood and with His innocent

suffering and death.

Why did Jesus buy you back?

C: That | may be His own, live under Him in His
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.

L: What makes you certain of such things?

He is risen from the dead, and lives and
reigns to all eternity.

A: This is most certainly true.

=

0

0

=
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Sat ® HYMN: Eternal Father, Strong to Save
Turn to LSB 717, 1-3 — in a maroon hymnal

HYMN: Battle Hymn of the Republic
See the words below (TSC 549)
1. Mine eyes have seen the glory
Of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage
Where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning
Of His terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

Refrain: Glory, glory, hallelujah.
Glory, glory, hallelujah.
Glory, glory, hallelujah.
Our God is marching on.

N

He has sounded forth the trumpet
That shall never sound retreat;

He is sifting out the hearts of men
Before His judgment seat;

O be swift, my soul, to answer Him!
Be jubilant, my feet!

Our God is marching on. REFRAIN

E

In the beauty of the lilies,

Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom

That transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy,

Let us live to make men free,
While God is marching on. REFRAIN

SERMON: America 250 — Part 2 of 2
Part 2 — New Info

2 —J[e]x Soul-Destroying Sexual Activity

So immoral and yet so common: Among *all
adults: 60%; *unmarried adults: 70%;
»cohabitating couples: 90% (1 Peter 2:11)

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 “Do not be deceived;

= neither fornicators [sex when unmarried],
= _.nor adulterers [sex with someone else],
= nor effeminate [the passive partner],
= nor homosexuals [the active partner] ... will
inherit the kingdom of God.”
Bible: God’s truth, godly sorrow, and repentance
are essential for life and salvation!

3 —[e]¥ Murdering the Innocent

Highest cause of death: Abortion = 1 mil./year
(second highest: heart disease = 700,000/year).

Bible: Life is ®created by God and *precious...:

= Jeremiah 1:5 “Before | formed you in the
womb | knew you.”

= Exodus 20:13 “You shall not murder.”
4- These Other Sinful Practices

= The Breakdown of Marriage and Family:
Malachi 2:15 “Take heed... to your spirit
and let no one deal treacherously against
the wife of your youth.”

® Pride and Self-Rule: Judges 21:25
“...everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.”

= Greed and Materialism: 1 Timothy 6:9-10
“...those who want to get rich fall into
temptation and a snare and many foolish
and harmful desires which plunge men into
ruin and destruction. For the love of money
is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from
the faith...”

= Dishonesty and Corruption: Proverbs 11:1
“A false balance is an abomination to the
LORD...”

= False Religion and Idolatry — anything that
replaces God as the object of trust and
worship: Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no
other gods...”

= Refusal to Repent: Luke 13:3 “...unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish.”
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Hopeful in THE CHRIST

Our Hope Is Not America:
This World Is Temporary:
The Church’s Primary Message Is Christ: 1 Cor.
1:23 “We preach Christ crucified.”
= Jesus is the Son of God in flesh!
= Jesus *lived sinlessly — in our place, *died
sacrificially — to take away our sins, and *is
now risen and reigning!

= Jesus is offering everyone eternal life!
As We Celebrate Our 250" Anniversary of
Declaring Our Independence: We desperately
need the Almighty God to work radical changes in
our minds and hearts:

= To show us our sins!
= To fill us with Godly sorrow!
= To save all sinners through Jesus!

= To align »us, *our families, ®*our churches,
» our communities, ®our states, and *our
nation with the full truth of the Bible!

We Give Thanks to the Almighty God...
We Pray for Politicians...

We Pray for Repentance in every heart!

We Pray for Spiritual Sight...

We Pray for Spiritual Transformation...

Psalm 33:12 “Blessed is the nation whose God is
the LORD...”

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.

The LORD has blessed us with life, salvation, and all
we need, let us trust Him, thank Him, honor Him!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1Tim. 2:1-4

IOV R L EWIH Complete a yellow PRAYER

REQUEST card (available in the Narthex).

U\ AR (TG I M Names with a (3) must be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

Get a Full and Sharable Copy of the Sermon
Narthex / Website / YouTube / Facebook / Email

A\ OFFERTORY: Sung by all ps. 51:10-12 LSB 192-193
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» US Armed Forces: Kohen Berkley, Timothy
Boyle, Teagan Dedula, Nathaniel Kaye, Nick
Riviotta, Chris Sala, Nevin Sherepita, Jacob
Smith, Hayden Sweeny, Drew Tenney, Chris

Weseloh.

®» Repentance: Dear HS, bless & guide our
members to repent in every needed way!

» Stephen Ministry: Bless our Stephen Ministers
and those who receive their care!

®» Care List: Helga B, Pat B, Zach B, Doris C,
Sandy C, Jim F, Trudy F, Carole G, Esther H,
Hilda K, Edmund & Christl K, Bill M, Regina M,
June R, Jean S, Cindy T, Mike & Susanna T,
Vicki T (most are offered mailings & visits).

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Sandy Crites (2) continued healing, peace.
= Natalia Ford (2) cancer: peace, chemo.
= Ken Hinkle (1) hip surg. 7/8: healing, rehab.
= Matt Hlavacek (1) blood clots in lungs, Lyme

disease: mercy, peace, healing.

= Leo Jasulevich (2) fractured elbow: healing.
= Matt Kussmaul — eye issues: cont. healing.
= Frank Murphy (2) retaining fluid: healing.
= Angie Rohman (3) hip 5/21: cont. recovery.
= Cindy Taress (3) peace, continued healing.

Page | 5




= Tami Taylor (1) cont. help walking, driving.
= Lynda Tomasch (3)knee: cont. pain relief.

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Dr. Vince (3) nose surg.: continued healing.
= Kim Borland (1) hand surgery: healing.
= Melanie Himmelberger — peace, healing.
= Shannon Janusczok (2) sepsis: healing.
= Bernice Mease — hospice: peace, comfort.
= Shirley Myers (3) cancer: chemo, healing.

Celebrate and Give Thanks

Physical Birthdays:

7/12 John Haller

7/14 Jim Kovach

7/15 Rand Stender

7/16 Courtney Slepko
Spiritual Birthdays:

7/17 Meeka Hilliker
Wedding Anniversaries:

7/16 Dan & Jackie Blaha (10%")
Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. V¥

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|
SUPPER PREPARATION MUSIC:
Summer Antonio Vivaldi

LORD’S SUPPER PREPARATION:

1 Cor. 11:27-28: “...whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But
a person must examine himself, and in so doing he
is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”

Please examine yourself by asking these questions:

1. Bible: Do | believe the Bible is true?

2. Repentance: Do | desire to turn from my sins?

3. Salvation: Am | trusting in Jesus for heaven?

4. Supper: Do | believe the supper is bread & body
and wine & blood for the forgiveness of sins?

5. Unity: Do | agree with Luther’s Small Catechism?
Unsure about Receiving? Pick up an envelope on

the Welcome table: “Lord’s Supper Info”
Contact Pastor with your Questions or Concerns

A PREFACE and PROPER PREFACE:

L: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22
(€BAnd with thy spirit}

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up onto the Lord. [Col. 3:1]
L:

C:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is meet [proper] and right so to do}
[Ps. 136]

L: Itistruly , right, and beneficial that we
should at all times, and in all places, give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.
For our sake He died on the cross and rose
from the dead to put an end to death, thus
fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy
Hosanna = save us now ¢ See below /LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER: See back of either hymnal

L: Letuspray: A: Our Father... Matt. 6:9-13

Is. 6:3; Matt. 21:9
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:
Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

John 20:19

PAX DOMINI ~ Peace of the Lord
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29 LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

+ If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

* & o o

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION:
Pastorale: The Faithful Shepherd. G.F. Handel

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL

A NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Now dismiss
Song of Simeon — Luke 2:29-32
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace according to Thy word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of
Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

LSB 199

THANKSGIVING: Psalm 107:1
L: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C: And His mercy endures forever.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:

L: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty
God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary [peneficial] gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and
fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS:
L: The Lord be with you.

(¢ 3BANd with thy spirit}

L: Bless we the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing Num. 6:24-26

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance
[face] upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen. ¥

2Tim. 4:22

[Psalm 103:1]

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
The Shepherds S. Drummond Wolf

July Newsletter — Available in the Narthex

Prayer — See any Stephen Minister for a prayer
that is confidential and caring. Saturdays — Linda
B; Sundays — Klara S, Rhonda S, or Norma S

Bible Classes — Sat at 3, Sun at 10:30
Proverbs — Read these chapters in advance
= Week 1 {for6/20-& 21} Read-1-3
= Week 2 {for 7/11- & 12} Read-4-9
=  Week 3 (for 7/18 & 19): Read 10-15
=  Week 4 (for 7/25 & 26): Read 16-21
=  Week 5 (for 8/1 & 2): Read 22-29
=  Week 6 (for 8/8 & 9): Read 30-31

Yard Signs — Take One and Display It! Thanks!
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Sat,-6/27-at-5:30 — Done

Sat, July

Sat, 8/29 at 5:30

We eat in our pavilion, then use

our grounds for a fire and/or

outdoor activities — everyone is invited!

We hope someone will sponsor one in July. See
the main bulletin board for guidance.

Leadership Team
Please check you church mailboxes each week!

Schedule: 7/12/26 - 7/19/26

7/16 — Thursday

10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary
7/18 — Saturday

3:00 - Bible Class

4:00 — Divine Service
7/19 — Sunday

9:00 — Divine Service
10:30—-Bible Class & Sunday School

Thanks For Serving 7/11/26 & 7/12/26

Altar Guild: Kathy G

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Matthias M
Ushers: Rand S, Andrew S
Acolytes: Noah H, Leo )

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Sunday School: Tracy C, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: NataliaF, Lynda T

Thanks For Serving 7/18/26 & 7/19/26

Altar Guild: Nancy B, Heather H
Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Matthias M

Ushers: Rand S, Andrew S

Acolytes: Carter R, Shelby R

Sunday School: Heather H, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: Natalia F, Ken H

Numbers From Last Week

Received God’s Gifts — Services:
= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 25; car: 1
= Sunday at 9:00 — Inside: 67; car: 0

Studied God’s Word - Classes:
= Saturday at 3:00: 9
= Sunday at 10:30: 40
® Thursday at 10:00: 6

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Bethlehem
Supporters

Weekly Financial (A BiBIical

Stewardship: ¥ Generous
= Needed: 6,769 » 1— Faithful

= Actual YTD: 170,837 ) 7/1;,,.
= Budget YTD: 182,763

Received: 3,938 »
Y Thanks!
= QOver/(Short): (11,926)

Mark Your Calendar
Church Picnic, Sunday, September 27 at Noon

Connect With Us

®» Website: BLC7500.com ™ YouTube: Benefit from the Bible ® Facebook: Bethlehem Parma

Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00 Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30 Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00 Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230
Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915 Church Body: Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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