()
Q 2
) A
9%@(3‘3’

Saturday, 11/15 at 4 pm; Sunday, 1/16 at 9 am

Bethlehem Lutheran Church —2025 =07
> !

Truth — Forgiveness — Assurance — Peace — Guidance
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Bethlehem Parma — Past, Present, Future

Church Year: Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost | Divine Service: Setting Three, LSB 184-202

WELCOME:
© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign

our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “y

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© All Children: Children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

ellow” card (Narthex).

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.

© Service Folder: Available on your smartphone:
www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: we [isten in silence...

To God Be The Glory, Great things He Has Done!
M. Burkhart

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION:

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the * Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

C: Amen.

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a

true heart and confess our sins unto God, our

Father, begging Him in the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help

is in the name of the LORD.

Who made heaven and earth.

O I said, | will confess my transgressions unto

the LORD.

w0

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for self-examination.

To whom do you confess your sins?

To the almighty God, my merciful Father.

How do you look upon yourself?

| am a poor miserable sinner.

What sins do you confess?

| confess all my sins and iniquities.

What have you justly deserved?

| have justly deserved temporal death and

eternal punishment.

What is your attitude toward your sins?

C: |am heartily sorry for them and sincerely

repent of them.

What is the basis of your request?

The boundless mercy of my Heavenly Father

and the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and

death of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ.

L: What do we request from our merciful
Father?

A: Dear Father, be gracious and merciful to me,
a poor, sinful being.

L: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my

office, as a called and ordained servant of the

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of

you, and in the stead [in the place off and by the

command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive

you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]
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C: Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD)

Saturday ® Hymn
NILEVA Entrance Hymn and Procession

A HYMN: To God Be the Glory
See the words below / TSC 35

To God be the glory Great things He hath done,
So loved He the world That He gave us His Son,
Who vyielded His life An atonement for sin, And
opened the Life-gate That all may go in.

Refrain:

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father thro’ Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory—

Great things He hath done.
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To every believer The promise of God;
The vilest offender Who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus A pardon receives. Ref.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47

O Lord, You covered our sins,

have mercy upon us.

O Christ, You opened the gate to heaven,
have mercy upon us.

O Lord, You purchased us with Your blood,
have mercy upon us.

SALUTATION and COLLECT:

L: The LORD be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray: Almighty God, You have
promised to be with Your Church forever. We
praise You for Your presence in this place of
worship and ask Your ongoing blessing upon
those who gather here. Dwell continually
among us with Your holy Word, strengthen
our fellowship in the bonds of love and
peace, and increase our faithful witness to

oOoT oo o0

Your salvation in our daily lives; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen. V Children! Please come forward!

CHILDEREN’S MESSAGE: Y — “You are the light of

the world” Matthew 5:14

As the moon reflects the sun, let us gladly reflect
Jesus to others!

OLD TESTAMENT: Malachi 4:1-6 NAS-20
Jesus’ Return; John the Baptizer

1“For behold, the day is coming [the return of
Jesus], burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant
and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that
is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LORD of
armies, “so that it will leave them [the evildoers]
neither root nor branches. 2But for you who fear
My name [believers in the Messiah], the Sun of
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings;
and you will go forth and frolic like calves from
the stall. 3*And you will crush the wicked
underfoot, for they will be ashes under the soles
of your feet on the day that | am preparing,” says
the LORD of armies.

4“Remember the Law of Moses My servant,
the statutes and ordinances which | commanded
him in Horeb for all Israel.

>“Behold, | am going to send you Elijah the
prophet [referring to John the Baptizer] before the
coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.
6He will turn the hearts of the fathers back to
their children and the hearts of the children to
their fathers [to prepare them for Jesus’ first coming],
so that | will not come and strike the land with
complete destruction.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

My 2019 Sermon:
https://blc7500.com/Sermons/47416/Details
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PSALM: 98 ESV
A Call to Praise the Lord for His Righteousness.

L: Oh singto the LORD a new song, for he has
done marvelous things!

C: His right hand and his holy arm have worked
salvation for him.

L: The LorD has made known his salvation;

C: he has revealed his righteousness in the
sight of the nations.

L: He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness to the house of Israel.

C: All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

L: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;

C: break forth into joyous song and sing
praises!

L: Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,

C: with the lyre and the sound of melody!

L: With trumpets and the sound of the horn

C: make a joyful noise before the King, the
Lorp!

L: Letthe sea roar, and all that fills it;

C: the world and those who dwell in it!

L: Letthe rivers clap their hands; let the hills
sing for joy together before the LORD,

C: for he comes to judge the earth.

L: He will judge the world with righteousness,

C: and the peoples with equity.

A: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY: The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Sing to the tune of LSB 556
See the words below / LSB 508
1 The day is surely drawing near

When Jesus, God’s anointed,

In all His power shall appear
As judge whom God appointed.

Then fright shall banish idle mirth,

And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

A\ HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-28
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O LORD.
Do Not Be Misled

> And while some were talking about the
temple, that it was decorated with beautiful
stones and vowed gifts, He said, © “As for these
things which you are observing, the days will
come when there will not be left one stone upon
another, which will not be torn down.”

"They asked Him questions, saying, “Teacher,
when therefore will these things happen? And
what will be the sign when these things are about
to take place?” 8 And He said, “See to it that you
are not misled; for many will come in My name,
saying, ‘l am He,” and, ‘The time is near.” Do not
go after them. ® And when you hear of wars and
revolts, do not be alarmed; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.”

Things to Come

Then He continued by saying to them,
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, *and there will be massive
earthquakes, and in various places plagues and
famines; and there will be terrible sights and
great signs from heaven.

12«But before all these things, they will lay
their hands on you and persecute you, turning
you over to the synagogues and prisons, bringing
you before kings and governors on account of My
name. 31t will lead to an opportunity for your
testimony. *So make up your minds not to
prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; **for |
will provide you eloquence and wisdom which
none of your adversaries will be able to oppose
or refute. *But you will be betrayed even by
parents, brothers and sisters, other relatives, and
friends, and they will put some of you to death,
17and you will be hated by all people because of

Page | 3



My name. 1 And yet not a hair of your head will
perish. ¥ By your endurance you will gain your
lives.
The Fall of Jerusalem in AD 70

204yt when you see Jerusalem surrounded
by armies, then recognize that her desolation is
near. 2! Then those who are in Judea must flee to
the mountains, and those who are inside the city
must leave, and those who are in the country
must not enter the city; 2 because these are days
of punishment, so that all things which have been
written will be fulfilled. 2 Woe to those women
who are pregnant, and to those who are nursing
babies in those days; for there will be great
distress upon the land, and wrath to this people;
24and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and
will be led captive into all the nations; and
Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.

The Return of Christ

25 “There will be signs in the sun and moon
and stars, and on the earth distress among
nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea
and the waves, 26 people fainting from fear and
the expectation of the things that are coming
upon the world; for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. 2” And then they will see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. 2 But when these things begin to take
place, straighten up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. N7

My 2022 Sermon:
https://blc7500.com/Sermons/49654/Details

HYMN OF THE DAY: The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Sing to the tune of LSB 556
See the words below / LSB 508
2 The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,

And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.

But all who live will in that hour,

By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.

3 The books are opened then to all,
A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small,
When he on earth was dwelling,
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been
In thoughts and words and actions.

4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord
And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word
And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the judge’s stern command
To torment be delivered.

SERMON: Bethlehem Parma — Past, Present, Future

1 m A brief history of Bethlehem Parma:
a. 8/20/1899:
b. 12/25/1901:
c. 6/15/1904:
d. 11/13/1904:
e. 3/22/1908:

f. Over the Decades:

g. Mid 1960’s:

2. [JPETTE We are thankful for our *finances
and *facility, but our focus is on things of
eternal significance:

a. The Triune God
b. The Holy Bible

c. Eternal Souls
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3. m Challenges and awareness:

a. Challenges: Per the 2024 Church and
Mission Stats...

b. Awareness: Congregations normally
follow a three-part life-cycle, with 20-
30 years per cycle...

A PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:

1 Timothy 2:1-4

RECIESERLEVEH Complete a PRAYER REQUEST card
(available in the Narthex).

CIEWCT AR LT ITE Names with a (3) need to be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

Get a Full and Sharable Copy of the Sermon
Narthex / Website / YouTube / Facebook / Email

HYMN OF THE DAY: The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Sing to the tune of LSB 556
See the words below / LSB 508
5 My Savior paid the debt | owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life | know
My name has now been written.
| will not doubt, for | am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

6 May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.

7 0 Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev'ry evil.

NICENE CREED: See back of either hymnal:

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.
Thanks for Honoring the LORD!

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» Voter’s Meeting: Dear LORD, grant us clear
guidance and glad obedience to Your will for
Bethlehem Parma! Meeting: 11/16 at 10:30.

= Care List: Helga B, Zach B, Doris C, Sandy C,
Carole G, Esther H, Hilda K, Edmund & Christl
K, Bill M, Regina M, Rose R, June R, Jean S, Bill
S, Cindy T, Vicki T, Mike & Susanna T (most are
offered regular mailings and visits).

®» Grief Share Program: Pray for our facilitators
for guidance, attendees for comfort & peace.

=» Stephen Ministry: Blessings to our Stephen
Ministers and those who receive their care!

» Temporary Health Issues:

= Cedrick Hilliker (3) shoulder surg.: rehab.

= Matt Hlavacek (1) Lyme disease: healing.

= Matt Kussmaul — eye issues: cont. healing.

= Cindy Taress (2) wrist surg. 11/3: healing.

= Rand Stender (1) knee surg.: healing, rehab.
= Bill Sweeny — at Village of the Falls: rehab.

= Terry Tomasch (3) knee replacement 11/13:

peace, success, healing, rehab.
= Harold Weseloh (3)back 10/31:cont. healing.

®» Temporary Health Issues:

= Jennifer (2) 38 years old, brain bleed,
induced coma: peace, prop. diag., healing.

= Linda Bradshaw (3) brain tumor: healing.

= Kimberly Borland (3) proper diag.: healing.

= Stacey Dames (2) cont. healing, good health.

= Melanie Himmelberger — cancer: comfort.

= Bernice Mease (2) kidney cancer: healing.
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= Linda McKay (3) broken arm: relief, healing.
= Shirley Prok (3) infection: pr. diag., healing.
= Luke Schave (1) cancer: treatment success.
= Gerda Schultz (2) shoulder: healing, rehab.
= Bethany Transue (2) lymphoma: healing.

= Jim Vrabel (3) foot issue: healing, guidance.

Celebrate and Give Thanks

Physical Birthdays:
11/16 Thomas Merkle
11/20 Harold Weseloh

Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. V¥

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|

SELF-EXAMINATION MUSIC:
To God Be The Glory Setting: Michael Burkhart

LORD’S SUPPER SELF-EXAMINATION: 1 cor. 11:28

Let’s be serious, understand, and benefit!
Please ask yourself these 10 questions...

Am | doing my part to reconcile? Y N Mt 5:23-24

1. Dol believe the Bible is true? Y N John 17:17
2. AmIsorry for mysins? Y N 2 Cor. 7:10
3. Am | trusting in Jesus for eternal life? Y N Ac 4:12
4. Am | baptized? Y N  Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38-39; Tit. 3:5
5. Do | desire to live for Christ? Y N 2 Cor. 5:15
6. Am | forgiving all others? Y N Mark 11:25
7.

8.

Are the elements of the Lord’s Supper bread,
body, wine, and blood? Y N

9. Is the main benefit of the Supper the assurance of
the forgiveness of sins? Y N Matt. 26:26-28

1 Cor. 10:16

10. Do |l understand and agree with the teachings of
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)?
Y N 1 Cor. 10:15-22

Uncertain? Ask an usher for “The Lord’s Supper”

brochure and “A Simple Explanation of Christianity.”
The pastor would be glad to talk/meet with you!

A PREFACE and PROPER PREFACE:

L: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22
C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord. [Col. 3:1]
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

[Ps. 136]

L: Itistruly good, right, and beneficial that we
should at all times, and in all places, give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.
For our sake He died on the cross and rose
from the dead to put an end to death, thus
fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy
Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER: See the back of either hymnal.

L: Lord, remember usin Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
A: Our Father who art in heaven...

LSB 195

Matt. 6:9-13

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:

Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI ~ Peace of the Lord John 20:19

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God

John 1:29

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the

sin of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

+ |If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

LSB 198
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION:
‘Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus, Oh, For Grace To
Trust Him More Setting by Lloyd Larson

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL

THANKSGIVING: Psalm 107:1
L: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C: and His mercy endures forever.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER: Let Us Pray

L: Fatherin heaven, with sorrow we came to
the Supper, with faith we have received Your
gift of forgiveness, and with peace we have
returned to our places; help us now — by the
instruction of Your Word and the power of
Your Spirit — to live unto Your glory; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

HYMN: To God Be the Glory

See the words below / TSC 35
Great things He hath taught us,
Great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing Thro’ Jesus the Son;
But purer and higher And greater will be,

Our wonder, our transport When Jesus we see.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father thro’ Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory—

Great things He hath done.

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS:

L: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22
C: And also with you.
L: Bless we the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

[Psalm 103:1]

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you; the Lord lift up His countenance
(face) upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Num. 6:24-26

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
To God Be the Glory!

Voter’'s Meeting Agenda
Available in the Narthex!
Voter’s Meeting —11/16 — 10:30
Join Us in the Timothy Room

November Newsletter — Available in the Narthex
Schedule: 11/16/25 -11/22/25

11/18- Tuesday — 6:30 — Grief Share
11/19- Wednesday — 1:00 — Sisters of Light
11/20 — Thursday
10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary
11/22 — Saturday
3:00 — Bible Class
4:00 — Divine Service
11/23 — Sunday
9:00 — Divine Service
10:30 — Bible Classes and Sunday School
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Thanks For Serving on 11/15 & 11/16

Altar Guild: Nancy B, Heather H

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P Usher: Matt K

Distribution: Mike C

Sunday: Organist: Gayle P

Distribution — Matthias M

Ushers: Rand S, Nevin S

Refreshments: The Hilliker Family & others
Sunday School: Stacey J, Harold/Cedrick

Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistants

Thanks For Serving on 11/22 & 11/23

Altar Guild: Don & Carol D

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P Usher: Matt K

Sunday: Organist: Gayle P

Ushers: Rand S, Nevin S
Refreshments: The Hilliker Family & others

Sunday School: Tracy C, Harold/Cedrick
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistants

Received God’s Gifts — Services:

= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 30; car: 3

= Sunday at 9:00 — Inside: 70; car: 1

Studied God’s Word — Classes:
= Saturday at 3:00: 15
= Sunday at 10:30: 54
®* Thursday at 10: 8

Weekly Financial Stewardship: : >Bi$l
= Needed: 5,443

) >Generous
= Received: 5,089 >Faithful

Thanks!!!

Thanksgiving Eve Divine Services
New service to accommodate those who do not drive after dark!

Wednesday, 11/26 at 11 AM & 7 PM
Sermon: New Reasons to Give Thanks

Advent Wednesdays (12/3, 10, 17)

Services 11 & 7; Free Meals 12 & 6

Connect With Us

Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00 Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30 Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00 Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230
Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915 Church Body: Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org

®» Website: BLC7500.com ™ YouTube: Benefit from the Bible ™ Facebook: Bethlehem Parma
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