Bethlehem Lutheran Church — 2026

BETHLEHEM
—PARMA —

Biblical — Understandable — Relevan

Saturday, 1/10 at 4 pm; Sunday, 1/11 at 9 am

“Denefit
Bible

JESUS, the Christ! what does that mean? When did that happen?

Church Year: The Baptism of Our Lord | Divine Service: Setting Three, LSB 184-202

Note: For this service, you can use this folder, or you can use pages 184-202 in a Lutheran Service Boo

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© All Children: Children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.

© Service Folder: Available on your smartphone:
www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: Wwe listen in silence...
Beams the Morning Star

A CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION:

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

C: Amen.

L: Beloved inthe Lord! Let us draw near with a
true heart and confess our sins unto God, our
Father, begging Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help
is in the name of the LORD. [Heb. 10:22]

C: Who made heaven and earth. Ps. 124:8

How Brightly
Nicolai / Carter

L: O Isaid, | will confess my transgressions unto
the LORD.

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Ps. 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination,|

L: O almighty God, merciful Father,

: 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You
all my sins and iniquities with which | have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. Butl am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

L: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my
office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead [in the place off and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]

C: Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD)|

Saturday ® Hymn
JIEVA4 Entrance Hymn and Bible Procession



http://www.blc7500.com/ServiceFolder

HYMN: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
See the words below / LSB 395, verses 1, 3, 5
Saturday ® Sung by All

JILEYA4 Choir: vv. 1, 3; Congregation: v. 5
1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright!

You shine with God’s own truth and light,
Aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,
Our Lord and master, You have won
Our hearts to serve You only!
Lowly, holy!
Great and glorious,
All victorious,
Rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!

3 Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure.
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food.
You are our dearest treasure!
Let Your mercy
Warm and cheer us!
O draw near us!
For You teach us

God’s own love through You has reached us.

5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License .NET, no. 100012222.

SEIOTGEVR 4 KYRIE ™ Lord, Have Mercy — Mark 10:47

L: OlLord, C: have mercy upon us.
L: OChrist, C: have mercy upon us.
L: OlLord, C: have mercy upon us.

Sunday ®[This Kyrie and Gloria are sung by all!

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy LSB 186
Lord, have mer — cy up —on us.
Christ, have mer — cy up —on us.
Lord, have mer — cy up —on us.

Mark 10:47

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest
Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 LSB 187
Glory be to God on high: and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless
Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give
thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father
Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the
sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only art
holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

SALUTATION and COLLECT:

L: The LORD be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
(¢3BANd with thy spirit}
L: Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism

of Jesus in the Jordan River, You proclaimed
Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with
the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in
His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of
everlasting life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
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You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen. V Children! Please come forward!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: What Do the
Gifts Tell Us About Jesus?

e
The Epiphany of our Lord was last %

Tuesday, January 6 — when the wise men (magi)
»arrived in Bethlehem, *found Jesus in a house,
»gave Him special gifts, and *worshiped Him!

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 42:1-9 NAS-20
God’s Promise concerning His Servant, the Christ
1“Behold, My Servant, whom | uphold; My
chosen one in whom My soul delights. | have put

My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to
the nations. 2“He will not cry out nor raise His
voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3“A
bent reed He will not break off And a dimly
burning wick He will not extinguish; He will
faithfully bring forth justice. * “He will not be
disheartened or crushed Until He has established
justice on the earth; And the coastlands will wait
expectantly for His law.”

5This is what God the LORD says, Who created
the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread
out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath
to the people on it And spirit to those who walk
in it: ®“l am the LORD, | have called You in
righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand
and watch over You, And | will appoint You as a
covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,
’To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from
the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness
from the prison.

8“l am the LORD, that is My name; | will not
give My glory to another, Nor My praise to idols.
“Behold, the former things have come to pass,
Now | declare new things; Before they sprout |
proclaim them to you.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

GRADUAL: Psalm 117:1-23a; 96:8:

L: Praise the Lord, all nations!

C: Extol him, all peoples!

L: For great is his steadfast love toward us,

C: and the faithfulness of the Lord endures
forever.

L: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

C: bring an offering, and come into his courts!

ESV

EPISTLE: Romans 6:1-11 NAS-20

Believers Are Dead to Sin, but Alive to God

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue
in sin so that grace may increase? 2Far from it!
How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3Or
do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized
into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried
with Him through baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in
newness of life. 5 For if we have become united
with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we
shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
8knowing this, that our old self was crucified with
Him, in order that our body of sin might be done
away with, so that we would no longer be slaves
to sin; 7 for the one who has died is freed from
sin.

8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we shall also live with Him, ?knowing that
Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never
to die again; death no longer is master over Him.
0For the death that He died, He died to sin once
for all time; but the life that He lives, He lives to
God. *So you too, consider yourselves to be
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

A\ ALLELUIA (second option) — Sung by All LSB 190
Al-le-=lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-Ilu-ia.
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 NAS-20
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the third chapter.
C: Glory to You, O LORD.
The Baptism of Jesus

BThen Jesus arrived from Galilee at the
Jordan, coming to John to be baptized by him.
14But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have
the need to be baptized by You, and yet You are
coming to me?” ¥ But Jesus, answering, said to
him, “Allow it at this time; for in this way it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
allowed Him.

16 After He was baptized, Jesus came up
immediately from the water; and behold, the
heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending as a dove and settling on Him,
17and behold, a voice from the heavens said,
“This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED: See back of either hymnal W

HYMN: To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
See the words below / LSB 405
1 TolJordan’s river came our Lord,
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,
The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

2 The Savior came to be baptized—
The Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will
And all His righteousness fulfill.

3 AsJesus in the Jordan stood
And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’'nly dove,
Descended on Him from above.

4 Then from God’s throne with thund’rous
sound

Came God'’s own voice with words profound:
“This is My Son,” was His decree,
“The one | love, who pleases Me.”

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan's stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110004492

SERMON: Jesus, the Christ! What does that mean?

When did that happen?

1. PaEEETE: B Then Jesus arrived from
Galilee at the Jordan, coming to John to be
baptized by him.

2. Y Toes: 14But John tried to

prevent Him, saying, “l have the need to be
baptized by You, and yet You are coming to
me?”

3. IERAVERENLL:: 1° But Jesus, answering,

said to him, “Allow it at this time; for in this
way it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.

4, IBPRAVERN- N 6 After He was

baptized, Jesus came up immediately from
the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending as a dove and settling on Him,

17 and behold, a voice from the heavens said,
“This is My beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased.”

Matthew 3:13-17 NAS-20

Get a Full and Sharable Copy of the Sermon
Narthex / Website / YouTube / Facebook / Email
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A\ OFFERTORY: Sung by all ps. 51:10-12 LSB 192-193
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.
Thanks for Honoring the LORD!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 1 Timothy 2:1-4

= Frank Murphy (3) pneumonia: cont. healing.
» Cindy Taress (1) continued relief, healing.

= Rand Stender (3) knee: cont. healing, rehab.
= Bill Sweeny — cont. peace, strength, rehab.

= Terry Tomasch(3)knee: cont. healing, rehab.

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Maria Cammarato (1) good results with
endoscopy: peace, healing.
= Logan Aversa (3) surgery: continued healing.
= Kimberly Borland (3) deep wound: healing.
= Stacey Dames (3) peace, healing, guidance.

Ao IVIAY ENLEWEIH Complete a yellow PRAYER

REQUEST card (available in the Narthex).

RN ANA T O H Names with a (3) must be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» Help: Dear LORD, for the USA — cleanse our
corruption; for fraud — expose it and punish
the evildoers; for pastors — move them to be
Biblical, understandable, and relevant!

®» Slipping and Lost Ones: Dear LORD, open their
spiritual eyes, work repentance in their hearts,
and show their repentance in word and deed!

®» Care List: Helga B, Zach B, Doris C, Sandy C,
Carole G, Esther H, Hilda K, Edmund & Christl
K, Bill M, Regina M, Rose R, June R, Jean S, Bill
S, Cindy T, Vicki T, Mike & Susanna T (most
are offered regular mailings and visits).

®» Stephen Ministry: Blessings to our Stephen
Ministers and those who receive their care!

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Cedrick Hilliker (3) bicep: healing.
= Caleb Hlavacek (1) leg: continued healing.
= Matt Hlavacek (3) Lyme disease: healing.
= Matt Kussmaul — eye issues: cont. healing.

= Melanie Himmelberger — cancer: comfort.

= Bernice Mease (3) kidney cancer: healing.

= Linda McKay (3) biopsy: prop. diag., healing.
= Luke Schave (2) treatment success, healing.
= Kim Starr (3) biopsy 1/19: peace, healing.

= Bethany Transue (3) lymphoma: healing.

= Jim Vrabel (2) foot: successful skin grafts.

Celebrate and Give Thanks

Physical Birthdays:

1/11  Michelle Gilbert
1/12  Meeka Hilliker
1/17  Natalia Ford
Spiritual Birthdays:
1/14  Jim Ford

1/14  Arunalames
1/14  Pranay James
1/14 Bharath Meeraj

Wedding Anniversaries:
1/17 Cedrick & Heather Hilliker (17t)

Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. V¥
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THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|

PREPARATION MUSIC: See the 5 questions...
Be Thou My Vision O Light of My Heart
Holst/ Leavitt

LORD’S SUPPER: It is offered to repentant believers
to assure them of God’s forgiveness. Please prepare to
receive by asking yourself these five questions:

1. Bible: It shows us our sin, tells of Jesus, and calls
for repentance. Do | believe the Bible is true?

2. Repentance: It begins in our hearts and shows in
our lives. Do | desire to turn from my sins?

3. Salvation: It is by grace through faith in Jesus for
eternal life. Am | trusting in Jesus for heaven?

4. Supper: Do | believe the supper is bread & body
and wine & blood for the forgiveness of sins?

5. Unity: We are in harmony with God — based on our
belief in His word, and with others — based on our
common confession. Do | know and agree with the
teachings of the LCMS (Lu. Ch. Missouri Synod)?

Unsure? Ask for a copy of “The Lord’s Supper”
brochure and “A Simple Explanation of Christianity.”
The pastor would be glad to talk/meet with you!

:  The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22
And with thy spirit}

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up onto the Lord. [Col. 3:1]
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is meet [proper] and right so to dof
[Ps. 136]

L: Itis truly [proper], right, and salutary
[beneficial] that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your
voice from heaven revealed Him as Your
beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended
on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ.
Therefore with angels and with all the

company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Is. 6:3; Mt. 21:9 LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER: See back of either hymnal
L: Letuspray:

A: Our Father who art in heaven... Matt. 6:9-13

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:

Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI ~ Peace of the Lord

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.

John 20:19

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29 LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

* & 6 o o

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION: How Brightly
Shines the Morning Star Nicolai / Carter

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL
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A\ NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Now dismiss
Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace according to Thy word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of
Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

LSB 199

THANKSGIVING: Psalm 107:1
L: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C: And His mercy endures forever.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: Let Us Pray

L: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that
You have refreshed us through this salutary
[beneficial] gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS:
The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit}

Bless we the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

2Tim. 4:22

L:
C:
L: [Psalm 103:1]
C:

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance
[face] upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen. ¥

Num. 6:24-26

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

January Newsletter — Available in the Narthex
Money Counter Needed

Will You Help? You would work with Natalia, our

Financial Secretary, and rotate with others on her
team, so you would be needed every few weeks.

Talk to Natalia for more info: 440.289.3099.

Grief Share — Begins 3/3 at 6:30

®» Pick-up a brochure with the Spring schedule;
see the main bulletin board.

Nicolai

®» To Register: www.griefshare.org or contact
Norma: 216-406-4871

Schedule: 1/11/26 — 1/18/26
1/12 — Monday
7:00 — Leadership Team — Acts Room

1/14 — Wednesday
6:30 — Youth Confirmation — Timothy Room
1/15 — Thursday
10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary
1/17 — Saturday
3:00 — Brief Voters Mtg. (2026 budget) & BC
4:00 — Divine Service
1/18 — Sunday
9:00 — Divine Service
10:30 — Brief Voters Mtg. (2026 budget) & BC

Brief Voter’s Meeting
(to approve the 2026 budget)
Saturday, January 17 at 3 PM &
Sunday, January 18 at 10:30


http://www.griefshare.org/

Thanks For Serving on 1/10/26 & 1/11/26

Altar Guild: Heather H

Numbers From Last Week

Received God’s Gifts — Services:

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Matthias M

Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Sunday School: Kathy G, Harold/Cedrick
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistants

Thanks For Serving on 1/17/26 & 1/18/26

Altar Guild: Don & Carol D
Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Matthias M

Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Sunday School: Stacey J, Harold/Cedrick
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistants

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 31; car: 0
= Sunday at 9:00 -
Inside: 62; car: 1

Studied God’s Word -
Classes:
= Saturday at9:12
= Saturday at 3:00: 16
= Sunday at 10:30: 46
= Thursday at 10:00: 9

>Biblical
>Generous
>Faithful

Thanks!!!

Weekly Financial
Stewardship:

= Needed: 5,443
= Received: 3,231

Grieving the Death of a Loved One?
Then our Grief Share Program is for You!

Local — Caring — Christian

Professional Video — Time to Listen / Talk

Grief Share is an Established Nationwide Program
uesdays at 6:30 — beginning on March 3, 2026
7500 State Road, Parma

Register: 216-406-4871
Register: https://www.griefshare.or

ministries/206088

Connect With Us

®» Website: BLC7500.com ™ YouTube: Benefit from the Bible ® Facebook: Bethlehem Parma

Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00 Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30 Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00 Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230
Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915 Church Body: Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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