Bethlehem Parma (LCMS)

TRADITIONAL - FRIENDLY - CARING

2026
Saturday, 5/23 at 4:00
Sunday, 5/24 at 9:00

The Fire Fell — and the Word Spread

Church Year: IHEDEVAJLNEG): | Divine Service — Setting One: LSB 151-166

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© All Children: Children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.
© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.

© Service Folder: Available on your smartphone:
www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: we listen in silence...
Come Down, O Love Divine R.V. Williams/ J. Bender

ICONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the ¥ Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

C: Amen.

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1. 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our
Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are
by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved
You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.

The Almighty God in His mercy has given His
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore,
forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]

C: Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD)|

Saturday ® Hymn
NIEVA4 Entrance Hymn and Procession

Saturday ® The hymn is sung by all!

Choir: vv. 1-2

Choir + Congregation: v. 3
Go to Page 2
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Come, Holy Ghost, God and. Lord
See the words below / TLH 224 / LSB 497
1. Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,
With all Your graces now outpoured
On each believer’s mind and heart;
Your fervent love to them impart.
Lord, by the brightness of Your light
In holy faith Your Church unite;
From ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue
This to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be
sung: Alleluia, alleluia!
2. Come, holy Light, guide divine,
Now cause the Word of life to shine.
Teach us to know our God aright
And call Him Father with delight.
From ev’ry error keep us free;
Let none but Christ our master be
That we in living faith abide,
In Him, our Lord, with all our might
confide. Alleluia, alleluia!

3. /N Come, holy Fire, comfort true,
Grant us the will Your work to do
And in Your service to abide;
Let trials turn us not aside.
Lord, by Your pow’r prepare each heart,
And to our weakness strength impart
That bravely here we may contend,
Through life and death to You, our Lord,
ascend. Alleluia, alleluia!

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License .NET, no. 100012222.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47

L: O Lord, the giver of the Holy Spirit,

C: have mercy upon us.

L: O Christ, You—our Master, we—Your slaves,
C: have mercy upon us.

L: O Lord, we need Your bravery to contend,
C: have mercy upon us.

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY:

L: The LORD be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

C: And also with you.

L: Letus pray: O God, on this day You once
empowered the hearts of Your faithful
people by pouring out the Holy Spirit. Fill us
with the same Spirit to have a right
understanding in all things and live in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen. ¥V Children! Please come forward!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:
Why Won’t these Things Work?
PSR Turn to the front of LSBIN

ATHANASIAN CREED - Part 1 of 3 (LsB, 319-320):

The amazing relationship within the Holy Trinity!

Parts 2 and 3 on the next two weekends!

L: (1) Whoever desires to be saved must, above
all, hold the ¢catholic faith.

C: (2) Whoever does not keep it whole and
undefiled will without doubt perish eternally.

L:  (3) And the catholic faith is this,
(4) that we worship one God in Trinity and
Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons
nor dividing the substance.

L: (5) For the Father is one person, the Son is
another, and the Holy Spirit is another.

C: (6) But the Godhead of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory
equal, the majesty coeternal.

L: (7) Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and
such is the Holy Spirit.

C: (8) The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated,
and the Holy Spirit uncreated;

L: (9) The Father infinite, the Son infinite, the
Holy Spirit infinite;

C: (10) The Father eternal, the Son eternal, the
Holy Spirit eternal.

L: (11) And yet they are not three Eternals but
one Eternal.
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C: (12) just as there are not three Uncreated or
three Infinites but one Uncreated and one
Infinite.

L: (13) In the same way, the Father is almighty,
the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty;

C: (14) and yet they are not three Almighties
but one Almighty.

L: (15) So the Father is God, the Son is God, the
Holy Spirit is God;

C: (16) And yet they are not three Gods, but
one God.

L: (17) So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, and
the Holy Spirit is Lord.

C: (18) and yet they are not three Lords but
one Lord.

* The “catholic” faith (with a small “c”) is what the true

Church of all times and all places has confessed. The “true

Church” is not the Roman Catholic Church, but all who have
godly sorrow and trust in Jesus for eternal life.

HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Enter In
See the words below / TLH 235 / LSB 913
1 O Holy Spirit, enter in,
And in our hearts Your work begin,
Your dwelling place now make us.
Sun of the soul, O Light divine,
Around and in us brightly shine,
To joy and gladness wake us
That we may be
Truly living, To You giving
Prayer unceasing
And in love be still increasing.

2 Give to Your Word impressive pow'r,
That in our hearts from this good hour
As fire it may be glowing,
That in true Christian unity
We faithful witnesses may be,
Your glory ever showing.
Hear us, cheer us
By Your teaching; Let our preaching
And our labor
Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor.

SERMON and SCRIPTURE READINGS:

sMlThe Spirit BEFORE Pentecost;

a. Moses — Numbers 11:24-25 ...Moses...
gathered seventy men... and positioned
them around the tent. Then the LORD
came down in the cloud and spoke to
[Moses]; and He took away some of the
Spirit who was upon [Moses] and placed
Him upon the seventy elders. And when
the Spirit rested upon them, they

prophesied.

b. Samson - Judges 14:5-6 ...a young lion
came roaring toward him. And the Spirit
of the LORD rushed upon him, so that he
tore it apart...

¢. Samuel -1 Samuel 16:13 ...Samuel took
the horn of oil and anointed [David]...;
and the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon
David...

2llPromises POINTING TO Pentecosty

a. OT - Ezekiel 36:26-27 @ give you a
new heart and put a new spirit within
you; and HM remove the heart of
stone... and give you a heart of flesh. And
H@ put My Spirit within you and bring it
about that you walk in My statutes, and
are careful and follow My ordinances.

b. OT-Joel 2:28-29 ”...ﬂ@ pour out My
Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and
daughters @ prophesy, Your old men
M have dreams, Your young men @
see visions. And even on the male and
female servantsﬂ@ pour out My Spirit
in those days.”

c. During Jesus Ministry — John 7:37-39
...on... the great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is
thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.
The one who believes in Me, as the
Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being

NAS 2020
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3.

4.

@ flow rivers of living water.”” But this
He said in reference to the Spirit, whom
those who believed in Him IS eR
M; for the Spirit was not yet given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

d. On the Day Jesus Ascended — Acts 1:4-5,
8 ...[Jesus] commanded [His disciples] not
to leave Jerusalem, but to
YR P RPNy, “Which,” He
said, “you heard of from Me; for John
baptized with water, but you @ be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now. ...you [y’all] M receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses...”

he Spirit POURED OUT at Pentecost:{4 &
2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place. And
suddenly a noise like a violent rushing wind
came from heaven, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting. And tongues
that looked like fire appeared to them,
distributing themselves, and a tongue rested
on each one of them. And
m and began to speak with
different tongues, as the Spirit was giving
them the ability to speak out.

he Spirit LIVING IN BelieversH

a. Romans 8:9-11 ...if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Him.... But if the Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He...
will also give life to your mortal bodies...

b. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ...do you not know
that your body [singular] is a temple
[singular] of the Holy Spirit within you,
whom you have from God, and that you
are not your own? For you have been

bought for a price: therefore, glorify God
in your body.

CEThe Spirit CAUSING OUTWARD CHANGES in
BelieversH

a. 1 Corinthians 12:3 ...no one speaking by
the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is
accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is
Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

b. Galatians 5:22-25 ...the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no
law. Now those who belong to Christ
Jesus crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let’s
follow the Spirit as well.

c. 2Timothy 1:7 ...God has not given us a
spirit of timidity, but [the Spirit] of power
and love and discipline.

Get a Full and Sharable Copy of the Sermon
Narthex / Website / YouTube / Facebook / Email

HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Enter In
See the words below / TLH 235 / LSB 913
3 0 mighty Rock, O Source of life,

Let Your dear Word, in doubt and strife,
In us be strongly burning

That we be faithful unto death

And live in love and holy faith,
From You true wisdom learning.

Your grace and peace

On us shower;
By Your power Christ confessing,

Let us see our Savior’s blessing.

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.

The LORD has blessed us with life, salvation, and all
we need, let us trust Him, thank Him, honor Him!
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A PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 1 Timothy 2:1-4

NIV ERLEWEIH Complete a yellow PRAYER

REQUEST card (available in the Narthex).

R ANA TN N & Names with a (3) must be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

®» Grief Share: Bless our facilitators & attendees!

» Stephen Ministry: Bless our Stephen Ministers
and those who receive their care!

®» Care List: Helga B, Pat B, Zach B, Doris C,
Sandy C, Jim F, Trudy F, Carole G, Esther H,
Hilda K, Edmund & Christl K, Bill M, Regina M,
Rose R, June R, Jean S, Cindy T, Mike &

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» USA: Dear LORD, grant wisdom and truth!

®» US Armed Forces: Kohen Berkley, Teagan
Dedula, Nick Riviotta, Chris Sala, Nevin
Sherepita, Jacob Smith, Hayden Sweeny, Drew
Tenney, Chris Weseloh.

®» Coordinator: Thanks so much to Dr. Giessler
for his 16 years of service! Blessings on Don

Crites as he is now our Coordinator for the

rest of 2026 and could continue in 2027!

®» Graduates: Heavenly Father, as these
graduates begin new journeys, give them faith
to trust in You, wisdom to make good
decisions, courage to face challenges, and
obedience to live unto Your glory. Surround
them with Your love, protection, and peace:

* Timothy Padraig Boyle: (son of Timothy &
Rebecca Boyle; grandson of Alan and Linda
Carlson) graduating from Bishop Chatard
H.S. in Indiana; attending the Naval
Academy in Annapolis, MD/Engineering.

* Cedrick Hilliker Jr.; graduating from
Bethany Parma, attending Lutheran West.

* Nevin Sherepita; graduating from Medina
Co. Career Center/Highland H.S., enlisted in

the U.S. Army.

®» |nactive Members: Dear Holy Spirit, grant us
wisdom to reach our non-attending members.

®» Community Outreach: Dear Holy Spirit, use
our new yard signs to help us share the truth!

Susanna T, Vicki T, Jim V (most are offered
regular mailings and visits).
» Temporary Health Issues:
= Pat Beal (1) continued strength and rehab.
Michael Browning (3) brain cysts: comfort.
Sandy Crites (1) peace, healing.
Natalia Ford (1) cancer: successful chemo.
Matt Hlavacek - Lyme disease: cont. healing.
Matt Kussmaul — eye issues: cont. healing.
Rose Ramos (2) — breathing issues; healing.
= Angie Rohman (2) hip replacement 5/21:
pain relief, healing, rehab.
= Cindy Taress (3) cont. healing, strength.
= Tami Taylor (1) continued strength, rehab.
= Susanna Tischler (2) RSV: healing, strength.
= Lynda Tomasch (3)knee surg: healing, rehab.

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Jim Allen (2) 5/21 surgery: peace, success.
= Angelia (3) car accident: peace, healing.
= Dr. Vince (1) surg. 5/6: healing, good results.
= Kim Borland (2) gut: prop. diag., healing.
= Richard Browning (2) chemo: peace, success.
= Melanie Himmelberger — peace, healing.
= Marlene McKinzey (2) continued healing.
= Bernice Mease (3) kidney cancer: healing.
Jim Vrabel (2) cont. healing, patience, rehab.

Celebrate and Give Thanks

Physical Birthdays:

5/25 Heather Hilliker
5/27 Phillip Giessler
5/27 Joann Kissinger
5/29 Janice Martinez
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Spiritual Birthdays:

5/25 Doris Chmielewski

Wedding Anniversaries:

5/26 Noel & Janice Martinez (47%")
5/27 Scott & Lynne Sala (37%)
5/29 Alan & Linda Blaha (50%™")

Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. V¥

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|

SUPPER PREPARATION HYMN:
Just as | Am, without One Plea
See the words below / TLH 388, Second Tune / LSB 570
1 Just as | am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

3 Justas|am, though tossed about
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

5 Just as | am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise | believe,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

LORD’S SUPPER PREPARATION:

1 Cor. 11:27-28: “...whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But
a person must examine himself, and in so doing he
is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”

Please examine yourself by asking these questions:

1. Bible: Do | believe the Bible is true?

2. Repentance: Do | desire to turn from my sins?

3. Salvation: Am | trusting in Jesus for heaven?

4. Supper: Do | believe the supper is bread & body
and wine & blood for the forgiveness of sins?

5. Unity: Do | agree with the contents of Luther’s
Small Catechism?

Unsure about Receiving? Pick up these Lord’s
Supper brochures: Overview and How to Benefit.

Pick up: A Simple Explanation of Christianity

Contact Pastor with your Questions or Concerns

A THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST:

L: As often as we eat this bread and drink this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He

comes. 1Cor. 11:26
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Rev. 22:20
L: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess
*Your holy cross and passion, ¢*Your blessed
death, *Your rest in the tomb, *Your
resurrection from the dead, ®Your ascension
into heaven, and ¢Your coming for the final
judgment. So, remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER: See back of either hymnal

A: Our Father who art in heaven... Matt. 6:9-13

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord  John 20:19

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God

See the words below / LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take a — way the sin of the
world; have mer-cy on us.

Lamb of God, You take a — way the sin of the
world; have mer-cy on us.

Lamb of God, You take a — way the sin of the
world; grant - - - - us peace.

John 1:29
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DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

* ¢ 6 o o

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION: Now the Silence,

Now the Peace Now the Spirit’s Visitation
Carl Schalk / Powell

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL
A POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:

L: O God the Father, the fountain and source of
all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord.

C: Amen.

MEMORIAL DAY: Died While Serving

American military fatalities in major wars involving
the United States from 1775 to 2025: 1,304,460

HYMN: Battle Hymn of the Republic
See the words below (TSC 549)
1. Mine eyes have seen the glory
Of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage
Where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning
Of His terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.
Refrain: Glory, glory, hallelujah.
Glory, glory, hallelujah.
Glory, glory, hallelujah.
Our God is marching on.
2. He has sounded forth the trumpet
That shall never sound retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men
Before His judgment seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him!
Be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on. REFRAIN

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing Num. 6:24-26

L: The Lord — the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit — *be within you to refresh you, *be
before you to guide you, *be around you to
protect you, ®be beneath you to uphold you,
and *be above you to bless you.

Bethlehem. Please RSVP Marci by June 7t
by text or call at 330-242-5830.

L: Let us pray for those who made the ultimate C: Amen. V¥
sacrifice: Lord God, accept *our thanks for
those who mourn. Refresh our hearts with Come Down, O Love Divine R. V. Williams
»the i ic, »
. the ideals of the h(.er0|c, the hone.sty of the May Newsletter — Available in the Narthex
just, and *the obedience of the upright.
Forgive us *when the support of our country The Constitution of the United States
is halfhearted. Stir within us *thanksgiving Free copies are available in the Narthex.
for all we have inherited, ®*concern for the |"'"""""""'I"""|
freedoms of all people, and *willingness to : & Graduation Open House! Come :
sacrifice for the needs of others. And in every | | celebrate Nevin’s graduation (from |
needful way, move us to repent! I the Medina Career Center and Highland High I
’ ' I' School) on Sunday, June 14" from 1-5 pm at |
C: Amen. i I
| |
| |
L 1
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BETHLEHEM WEAPONS POLICY:

Our congregation is being proactive by providing
a secure environment for all who gather. A
weapons policy is one part of the process. Harold,
our Security Team Leader, has written a good
policy, patterned after another Luth. Ch. These
are the steps to learn more and ask questions:
1. Leadership Team Meeting on 5/18 — They
gave preliminary approval of the policy.
2. Congregation — See Harold, Rand, or Terry to
receive a copy of the policy or ask questions.
3. Leadership Team Meeting on 6/15 — The
leaders are planning to give final approval.
You are welcome to attend the meeting with
your questions or comments.

Schedule: 5/24/26 - 5/31/26
5/26 — Tuesday — 6:30 — Grief Share
5/27 — Wednesday — 11:00 — Stephen Ministry

5/28 — Thursday
10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary
5/30 — Saturday
9:00 — Spring Clean-up
3:00 - Bible Class
4:00 — Divine Service
5/31 - Sunday
9:00 — Divine Service
10:30—Bible Class & Sunday School

Thanks For Serving 5/23/26 & 5/24/26

Altar Guild: Heather H, Nancy B

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Mike C

Organist: Gayle P

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Distribution — Harold W

Ushers: Carl B, Michael B

Acolytes: Carter & Shelby R

Sunday School: Kathy G, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistant

Thanks For Serving 5/30/26 & 5/31/26

Altar Guild:

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Mike C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Harold W

Ushers: Carl B, Michael B

Acolytes: Noah H, Leo J

Sunday School: Tracy C, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistant

Numbers From Last Week

Received God’s Gifts — Services:

= Ascension Day at 7:00— Inside: 58; car: 0
= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 32; car: 6

= Sunday at 9:00 — Inside: 48; car: 0

Studied God’s Word — Classes: mm-

= Saturday at 3:00: 12
= Sunday at 10:30: 33 Supporters

= Wednesday at 1:00: 10
= Thursday at 10:00: 8

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Weekly Financial Stewardship:
= Needed: 6,769
= Received: 2,792
= Actual YTD: 131,219
= Budget YTD: 135,380
= Qver/(Short): (4,161)

>Biblical

>Generous
>Faithful

Thanks!!!

Connect With Us

®» Website: BLC7500.com ™ YouTube: Benefit from the Bible ® Facebook: Bethlehem Parma

Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00

Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915

Church Body:

Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230

Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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