Bethlehem Parma (LCMS)

BIBLICAL - UNDERSTANDABLE - RELEVANT
TRADITIONAL - FRIENDLY - CARING

2026
Saturday, 8/15 at 4:00
Sunday, 8/16 at 9:00

Trade with God

Church Year: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service — Setting One: LSB 151-166

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© Al Children: children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.
© Difficult to Stand: /t’s okay to remain seated.
© Service Folder: www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: we listen in silence...
The Faithful Shepherd

G. F. Handel

AN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the ¥ Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
Amen.

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1. 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Since the Spirit has worked contrition and faith in us
through God’s word, we sincerely confess our sins!

L: Let usthen confess our sins to God our

Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are

by nature sinful and unclean. We have

sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved

You with our whole heart; we have not

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly

deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory

of Your holy name. Amen.

L: The Almighty God in His mercy has given His
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore,
forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]

A:

C: Amen.

’SERVICE OF THE WORD

Saturday ® Hymn
NIGGEWVE 4 Entrance Hymn and Procession

HYMN: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
See the words below / LSB 809
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1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail
not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and
harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to
guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for
tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand
beside! Refrain

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above and for our
salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the
well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here
their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious
Lord.

C: Amen.

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY:

L: The LORD be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting Father,
since Your knowledge, control, creation, and
love are exceedingly great, grow ®our trust in
You, ®our confidence in Your power, ®our
assurance of Your forgiveness, and *our
enjoyment of Your peace; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen. VY Children! Please come forward!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: God Is Awesome

Knowledge — Control — Love

PSALM: 67

1 May God be gracious to us and | bless us*
and make his face to shine up- | on us,

2 that your way may be | known on earth,*
your saving power among all | nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, | O God;*
let all the peoples | praise you!

4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,*
for you judge the peoples with equity and
guide the nations up- | on earth.

5 Letthe peoples praise you, | O God;*
let all the peoples | praise you!

6 The earth has yielded its | increase;*

God, our God, shall | bless us.

7 Godshall | bless us;*

let all the ends of the earth | fear him!

APOSTLES’ CREED: See back of either hymnal

HYMN: O God of God, O Light of Light
See the words below / TLH 132 / LSB 810
*Ken = One’s range of knowledge or sight.
1 O God of God, O Light of Light,
O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To you in heaven’s glory bright

ESV
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The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne,

The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won,

All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page,

And grand in poets’ winged word,
Slowly in type, from age to age

The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night

Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!”
Sung once by firstborn sons of light,

It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen.

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love,
That death so steeped in hate and scorn—
These all are past, and now above
He reigns, our King once crowned with
thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates!
So sang that host beyond our *ken.
Lift up your heads, your King awaits.
We lift them up. Amen, amen.

4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song,

And shout His name, His mercies tell!

Sing, heav’'nly host, your praise prolong,
And all on earth, your anthem swell!

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain!
Forever let the song ascend!

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign,
All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen.

Trade With God

Our Anxieties
For His Peace

Dear Friend: Life gives us plenty to worry about—
health, family,
finances,
relationships,
work, crime,
war, the
future, and
even death.
Those worries
can feel
overwhelming.
But God invites
us to bring
each one to Him and stay in His peace!

1-KNOW

:][:183: Since God has revealed Himself to us in
the Bible, let us be confident that The Bible Is
True (read that brochure).

Therefore: When *our feelings tell us one thing
and *God's Word tells us another, let us trust
God's Word, the Bible!

m: Before we can trust Him with our anxieties,
we need to know more:

GOD’S COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE

God knows *what has happened, *what is
happening, and *what will happen: “l am God,
and there is no one like Me, declaring the end
from the beginning.”

—lsaiah 46:9-10

Nothing catches God by surprise. Therefore: Let
us rest in Him!

GOD’S COMPLETE CONTROL

The Bible says: “Who is there who speaks and it
comes to pass, unless the Lord has commanded
it?” —Lamentations 3:37
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Nothing is beyond God's knowledge or authority.
Even when we cannot understand, God is in
control. Therefore: Let us rest in Him!

GOD’S MAKING AND SUSTAINING WORK

=  God created us: “God created man in His
own image...” —Genesis 1:27

=  God knew us even before we were born:
“Your eyes have seen my unformed
substance; and in Your book were all
written the days that were ordained for
me.” —Psalm 139:16

= Every moment of our lives depends on Him:

“...in Him we live and move and exist.” —
Acts 17:28

=  God continues to provide for His creation:
“You open Your hand and satisfy the
desire of every living thing.” —Psalm
145:16

Therefore: The God who gave me life can be
trusted with my life!

GOD’S GREAT LOVE FOR US

Our greatest problem isn't anxiety. Our greatest
problem is sin.

= We have all sinned against the God who
made us. Yet He still sent His Son to save
us: “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only Son...”—John 3:16

= John the Baptizer pointed to Jesus and said:

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!”—John 1:29

=  Paul explained God'’s saving work: “He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin in
our behalf...”—2 Cor. 5:21

Think about these great blessings:

= Jesus received our sins.
We receive His righteousness.

= Jesus received our punishment.
We receive His forgiveness.

= Jesus died our death.
We receive eternal life.

Therefore: Since God has already taken care of
our sin and gifted us with eternal salvation—we
can trust Him with every other problem as well!

A9\ =: Let us be in harmony with the
truth. Then, when anxiety begins to take over,
let’s remember what is true:

= Nothing surprises God!

= Nothing is beyond God’s control!

= God has our lives in His hands!

=  The cross proves God’s love for us!
=  We are forgiven through Jesus!

= We have God’s gift of eternal life!

Therefore: Instead of allowing our circumstances
to determine how we see God, let us use God's
Word to determine how we see our
circumstances!

2 — REMEMBER

Now that we KNOW more about Bible, God, and
Perspective, let’s *understand and *apply the
key text: Philippians 4:5b-9

“The Lord is near.”—Phil. 4:5b

»You may not see Him. *You may not feel His
presence. *Your situation may seem
overwhelming. BUT the Lord who made you,
loves you, redeemed you, and saved you through
Jesus IS NEAR YOU.

Therefore: Whenever anxiety comes, remember:
You are not alone, He is near!

Get a Full and Sharable Copy of the Sermon
Narthex / Website / YouTube / Facebook / Email
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AN HYMN: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
See the words below / TLH 644 / LSB 805
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.

Thanks for Honoring the LORD: By giving to His work
»first, *proportionately, and *faithfully!

The LORD Is So Good to Us: “You open Your hand And
satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16).

Jesus Instructed Us: “Give, and it will be given to you.
...by your standard of measure, it will be measured to
you in return" (Luke 6:38 NAS-95).

®» Care List: Helga B, Pat B, Zach B, Doris C,
Sandy C, Jim F, Trudy F, Carole G, Esther H,
Hilda K, Edmund & Christl K, Bill M, Regina M,
June R, Jean S, Cindy T, Mike & Susanna T,
Vicki T (most are offered mailings & visits).

®» Grief Share: As the next program begins on
9/1 at 6:30, move potential participants to
register this week! Call Norma: 216-406-4871

®» Stephen Ministry: Bless our Stephen Ministers
and those who receive their care!

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Pat Beal (3) heart valve: peace, guidance.
= Ed Cepis (2)heart pain: peace, relief, healing.
= Sandy Crites (3) peace, contentment.
= Natalia Ford (3) cancer: chemo success.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1Tim. 2:1-4

= Larry Haslem (2) back pain: healing.
= Ken Hinkle (2) hip surg: cont. healing, rehab.

oIV R A EWLEIH Complete a yellow PRAYER

REQUEST card (available in the Narthex).

RV ANA G TGN E Names with a (3) must be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

= Matt Hlavacek (2)Lyme,clots: peace, healing.
= Leo Jasulevich (3) elbow: rehab success.

= Matt Kussmaul — eyes: peace, guidance.

= Cindy Taress (2) peace, continued healing.

» Tami Taylor(2) cont. help walking, driving.

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» War with Iran and US Armed Forces: Kohen
Berkley, Timothy Boyle, Teagan Dedula,
Nathaniel Kaye, Nick Riviotta, Chris Sala,
Nevin Sherepita (basic training — Fort Benning),
Jacob Smith, Hayden Sweeny (Jordan), Drew
Tenney, Chris Weseloh.

®» New School Year: Heavenly Father, Thank You
for another school year. Watch over the
children each day. Protect them from harm
and help them make good choices. Bless their
teachers, staff, and families with patience and
understanding.

Congregation

®» Temporary Health Issues:

= Linda Bradshaw (1) (sister of Bev Annable):
good test results, comfort, peace, healing.

= Nancy Bonanno (2) undiagnosed illness:
peace, proper diagnosis, healing.

= Kim Borland (2) hand surg.: cont. healing.

= Gwynne Haslem (2) undiagnosed illness:
peace, proper diagnosis, healing.

= Melanie Himmelberger — serious condition
with sepsis, blood clots: peace, healing.

= Shirley Myers — cancer: chemo, healing.

Celebrate and Give Thanks

Physical Birthdays:
8/15 Bharath Meeraj
8/22 Justin Liddy
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Spiritual Birthdays:
8/16 Wilhelm Mild
8/17 Kevin Liddy

8/19 Mike Kaderle

Wedding Anniversaries:
8/21 Alan & Linda Carlson (50%")

Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. V¥

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|

SUPPER PREPARATION HYMN:
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
See the words below / LSB 623
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Your body given and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.

LORD’S SUPPER PREPARATION:

1 Cor. 11:27-28: “...whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But
a person must examine himself, and in so doing he
is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”

Please examine yourself by asking these questions:

1. Bible: Do | believe the Bible is true?

2. Repentance: Do | desire to turn from my sins?

3. Salvation: Am | trusting in Jesus for heaven?

4. Supper: Do | believe the supper is bread & body
and wine & blood for the forgiveness of sins?

5. Unity: Do | agree with Luther’s Small Catechism?

Unsure about Receiving? Pick up an envelope on
the Welcome table: “Lord’s Supper Info”
Contact Pastor with your Questions or Concerns

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST:

L: As often as we eat this bread and drink this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He

comes. 1Cor. 11:26
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Rev. 22:20
L: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess
*Your holy cross and passion, ¢Your blessed
death, *Your rest in the tomb, *Your
resurrection from the dead, ®Your ascension
into heaven, and *Your coming for the final
judgment. So, remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER: See back of either hymnal

A: Our Father who art in heaven... Matt. 6:9-13

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord  John 20:19

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God John 1:29
See the words below / TLH 390 / LSB 560
1 Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed
With healing gifts for souls distressed,
To find in Thee my life, my rest,
Christ crucified, | come.

2 Thou knowest all my griefs and fears,
Thy grace abused, my misspent years;
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears,

Christ crucified, | come.
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3 Wash me and take away each stain;
Let nothing of my sin remain.
For cleansing, though it be through pain,
Christ crucified, | come.

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

* 6 & o o

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION:
Rivers of Living Water

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:
Thank the Lord
Thank the Lord and sing His praise;
tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises
and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving.
Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:

L: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly
Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your
Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the
true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage
that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom
which has no end, through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord.

C: Amen.

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing Num. 6:24-26

L: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD
make his face shine upon you and be gracious

Larson

LSB 164

unto you. The LORD look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C: Amen.

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
Summer and Winter and Springtime and Harvest
Great is Thy Faithfulness Runyon

Prayer — See any Stephen Minister for a prayer
that is confidential and caring. Saturdays — Linda
B; Sundays — Klara S, Rhonda S, or Norma S

August Newsletter — Available in the Narthex
Food and Fire — August 29 — 5:30

Everyone is invited! Please sign up in the Narthex!

Send Nevin a Note of Encouragement:
328 PV1 Sherepita, Nevin

Echo Troop, 5-15 CAV. 194" AR BDE
Fort Benning, GA 31905

8/17 — Monday
7:00 — Leadership Team
8/20 — Thursday
10:00 - Living the Lutheran Lectionary
8/22 — Saturday
10:00 — Fellowship Team
3:15 — Bible Class
4:00 — Divine Service
8/23 — Sunday
9:00 — Divine Service
10:45 — Bible Class & Sunday School

Thanks For Serving 8/15/26 & 8/16/26

Altar Guild: Nancy B, Heather H

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Matthias M
Ushers: Terry T, Larry H
Acolytes: Noah H, Leo )

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:
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Sunday School: Heather H, Cedrick/Harold

Financial Team: Natalia F, Paul M

Thanks For Serving 8/22/26 & 8/23/26

Altar Guild: Don & Carol D

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C

Usher: Matt K

Sunday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Harold W
Ushers: Terry T, Larry H
Acolytes: Carter R, Shelby R
Sunday School: Stacey J, Cedrick/Harold

Financial Team: Natalia F, Lynda T

Numbers From Last Week

Received God’s Gifts — Services:
= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 29; car: 5
= Sunday at 9:00 — Inside: 47; car: 1
Studied God’s Word — Classes:
= Saturday at 3:00: 12
= Sunday at 10:30: 38

Bethlehem

* Thursday at 10:00: 6 SWW
Weekly Financial 1] Biblical
Stewardship: @ Generous

= Needed: 6,769 1- Faithful

= Received: 6,515

/
= Actual YTD: 202,990 72,“,”,@
= Budget YTD: 216,608 —

= Over/(Short): (13,618) Ko

All Are Welcome to Learn and Grow

A3 (e]\|ASaturdays at 3:00 & Sundays at 10:30

= Growing in the Word

= Sistersof Light (Resumes' 9/2-)

AN L XA Thursdays at 10:00

= Living the Lutheran Lectionary

I3\ B1st Saturday of Each Month at 9:00

= Men’s Group — Breakfast & Study

Connect With Us

®» Website: BLC7500.com = YouTube: Benefit from the Bible = Facebook: Bethlehem Parma
Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00
Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915

Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230
Church Body: Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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